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Welcome to Life Project Education: 
A Community Center  Committed to Transformational

Education

2019

Our Mission:
To empower families, educators, and children to connect with our 
deeper humanity through holistic, transformational education
programs that resonate with both intellect and the intuitive spirit.



On behalf of the Life Project Education team, we thank you  for

your interest and trust in holistic education! Thank you for

believing in what we are doing. Thank you  for honoring your

child's unique and organic unfolding, l ife experience, adventure,

and JOY! Thank you  for your courage and commitment to sharing

these precious gifts with your children. Thank you  for trusting us

to include them in our community.   

 

As you begin your journey with holistic education, we are happy

to serve as a resource to your entire family. We are committed to

working closely with our families to support, empower, and

cultivate a truly customized approach to mentoring your child.

Each family has unique needs, goals, curiosities, worries, and

questions. We understand that enrolling your children in an

alternative program is exciting, and maybe even scary! We wish

to ensure that you feel full confidence and unwavering peace

with your decision to make this leap! Please do not hesitate to

reach out. Within this handbook, you will f ind useful information

highlighting our programs, calendar, required investment, and

policies. Should our program resonate with you, please feel free

to fill  out an application for enrollment. Our intimate  learning

model allows limited enrollment, so we recommend submitting

an application as soon as your enrollment needs are confirmed.

Applications are reviewed immediately and acceptance letters

and enrollment forms are sent generally within one week to

accepted families. 

Welcome to Life Project Education, 2019!
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School Email:  info@lifeprojecteducation.com  

International programs: info@lifeprojecteducation.com  

Website:  www.lifeprojecteducation.com  

Location :  Calle Papagayo, Ojochal, Provincia de Puntarenas, Costa Rica 

Google Map Location :  "Casa del Papagayo", Ojochal, Costa Rica 

 

Get Social with Us!  

 

Facebook: @Life Project Education   

Instagram: @lifeprojecteducation  

YouTube: Life Project Education  

Blog :  Alys in Wonderland @alysinwonderland.com 

Home and School Communication 
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http://www.lifeprojecteducation.com/


2019 Program Descriptions  

            Early Years Program 

Life Project offers an alternative early-learning program to

children ages 4-6.

Life Project Education’s child-centered, early-learning program

nurtures a lifelong joy of learning and natural skills progression

through social play-based activities, dynamic learning centers,

exploration of the natural world, and collaboration with multi-

age peers. Our small group dynamic of 6-8 children supported

by two full t ime bilingual teachers, fosters strong connection,

facilitates individualized support, and maintains an intimate

learning environment.  

Unlike the traditional,

widespread existing

paradigm of pre-school

and kindergarten programs

which emphasize rapid skill

acquisition, our program

nurtures the organic

unfolding of a child’s

curiosity about the world.  
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https://lifeprojecteducation.com/local-programs/


             Middle Years Program, Ages 7-9    
             Upper Years Program, Ages 10-12

Life Project offers an alternative intermediate-learning program to

children ages 7-9, and 10-12 

 With the guidance of our passionate mentor team, older children begin

transforming joys into deeper passions and learn how to turn their

passions into purposeful l ife work through our Life Project curriculum.

Customized Learning Plans are co-created by family, students, and

mentors prior to enrollment to ensure each child's pathway to learning

and holistic growth is absolutely optimal. 

 

Our small group dynamic assures our older students receive

individualized attention and support in all content areas. We welcome

traveling students and our local full-time students are eager to host,

teach, and learn from new friends around the world. 

Our alternative “middle years”

program serves children ages 7-9,

while our new Upper Years option

is available for more independent

children ages 10-12. Local families

have an option to enroll Middle and

Upper Years children in our

accredited partnership program ,

Global Village School, requiring a

minimum 10-month commitment. 
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2019 Tuition Investment
Investment includes all activities, daily organic snack, and

organic, vegetarian lunch. All materials included for all
international children.
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Scholarships
As we never wish for money to inhibit access to our unique
programs, we invite families who are in true need of tuition

reduction to please contact the director, Alys Robinson,
privately.
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 Payments must be made in either: 
-US dollars 
-Costa Rican colones, using the current exchange rate 
-PAYPAL account: lifeprojected@gmail.com. Families will incur all
associated service fees for this option. 
-Costa Rican bank account “Promerica” available for Costa Rican deposits 
All local monthly and weekly payment are due on the first day of the
month or week attended. 
 
 
 
-Worldschooling enrollment will be secured upon receipt of 25%
enrollment deposit. Investment balance will be due 24 hours prior to
arrival, unless arranged otherwise with director.  
-Deposits are non-refundable as we often defer other students to hold
your space. Thank you for understanding. 
 
 
-There will be no refunds offered for illness or absence during enrollment
period.  
-Worldschooling families are welcome to withdraw at any time for any
reason, and will be refunded 25% of your prorated remaining enrollment,
not including your deposit. 

Payment Policies
Payment Methods

Payment Timeline

Withdrawals/Refunds
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Accommodations

ON SITE 
We are thrilled to be able to offer on-site

accommodations to our visiting families for 2019! Our
new campus offers 5 private one-bedroom, one-

bathroom economy suites, and 2 two-bedroom, two-
bathroom deluxe family suites.  

 
 

Prices available upon request.

OFF SITE

Recommedations available upon
request



Life Project Education weekly curriculum includes:  

Mindful, Heartful curriculum:  Learning objectives include self-

regulation, character education, breath work, verbal and non-verbal

communication, compassion, virtues, and nurturing a child’s sense of

self through heart connection, spirituality, creative expression, and

general wellness. Mindful movement workshops are included

throughout the year including martial arts, ecstatic dance, yoga,

cooperative games, stretching, gymnastics, and callisthenic exercise.  

 

Bilingual Education: Our bilingual curriculum and team nurture

“simultaneous bilingualism” within our young local children, most of

whom have been exposed to two or more languages since birth. Daily

exposure and opportunities to use and learn both English and Spanish

equally, encourages and honors our children’s natural language

acquisition. Non-local, visiting children are immersed in a language-

rich environment, experiencing and acquiring both English and

Spanish socially through play and adult modeling. Private Spanish

instruction is also available.  

 

Project-Based Learning :  Topics may be customized to children’s

level, interests and strengths but generally incorporate: an authentic

age-appropriate challenge or problem to be solved, partner or small

group collaboration, student-centered inquiry and problem solving,

and presentation of learning. Previous topics included: raising

awareness about endangered wildlife in Costa Rica, designing a

home-school garden & compost, and developing a student-led

business creating organic home and body products, hosting a 

 student-led art festival, and organizing a community sea turtle

release event.   9



Global Village School Curriculum:  Life Project Education proudly

partners with WASC accredited Global Village School, a holistic

education program in California. Families may elect to dually enroll in

both Life Project Education’s program as well as the GVS program in

order to receive a fully accredited verification of grade completion.  

 

Individualized “Life Projects”: Nurturing a child’s own natural talents

and personal passions facilitate discovery of their intrinsic “calling”, an

element that is tragically ignored and stifled in traditional settings.

Personalized early education is a direct pathway to help children

recognize and fulfill  their full potential.  “Life Projects” include fully

customized, individualized learning goals based solely on the child’s

joys and gifts. As mentors, we support children in identifying topics

and skills to explore and nourish.  
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While children will interact with all core disciplines throughout the week

(mindfulness, math, l iteracy, the arts, movement, etc), we additionally

interact with themed literacy-based holistic projects throughout the school

year, designed by our director, and local and international specialists. 

 

January 15-March 15: Hearts on Fire!    

Our journey with holistic education begins as we gently transition to a new

space, new community, and new rhythms. Mindfulness education, self-

awareness, connecting, team building, and intention setting will lay our

foundation for a rich and secure school year. Students will explore their

new learning environment, design the educational community, and develop

policies, commitments, and a lunch menu that resonates with all .    

 

March 19-May 31: Sustainable Community Builders  

Our children’s journey with holistic education principles expands as we find

deeper identity, meaning, and purpose in l ife through community

connections. Students will participate in several project-based learning

challenges in which they will co-create their learning community,

emphasizing sustainability and led by local and international specialists.

Projects will include elements of permaculture, foraging and wildcrafting,

pond ecology, energy and resource conservation,  

Eco-entrepreneurialism and continued design of their learning environment. 

 

April 15-19: Earth Guardian Camp (Details TBA!)  

Check our website and social media platform for information as our

conservation partnership continue to unfold for 2019. 

 

April 22-30: Closed for Spring Break  

Private workshops available upon request 
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2019 Life Project Education Themed Modules  

http://www.lifeprojected.com/2017-module-calendar/
https://lifeprojecteducation.com/international-programs/


.June 4-August 9: Community Conservation & Eco-Literacy 

Each year, Life Project spends our summers in partnership with a local

conservation organization. Stay tuned for our announcement of 2019's

summer conservation partner!  

 

August 13-September 27: Pura Vida Costa Rica  

Bienvenidos a Costa Rica! We invite you to join us for a rich and

immersive cultural journey in the land of Pura Vida! Children will learn

Latin American geography, Costa Rican history, receive additional

Spanish language classes, traditional Latin Dance and cooking, and

participate in our national sport- FUTBOL!  Students will enjoy

preparing for and celebrating Costa Rican holidays that fall within this

module:   Independence Day, National Children’s Day and Mother’s

Day! 

 

September 30-November 1: Green Season Break  

Workshops and full-time enrollment available upon private request. 

 

November 4-December 6: Tortuga Team 

Perhaps our most popular module, scheduled during the height of

turtle nesting and hatching season in the southern Pacific region of

Costa Rica. Partnering with  La Reserva Playa Tortuga ,  children will

discover what it means to be a true wildlife ambassador for

endangered species. As they work alongside marine specialists,

students will study marine ecosystems and species, conservation , and

will undoubtedly never forget the moment their visit to a local turtle

hatchery where they will witness firsthand the efforts to protect our 

backyard reptile neighbors!  

 

December 9 - 19: Holiday Camp 

Check our website for camp details!   12

http://www.lifeprojected.com/2017-module-calendar/
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2019 School Closures and Important Dates 

Please also check our school calendar on our website as well as  
our Google Calendar

"Hearts on Fire" Transition Camp- January 15-31 
 
Grand Opening & Blessing Ceremony- February 4 
 
Envision Festival- February 28-March 3 
 
"Hearts on Fire" Expression Exhibition/Open House: March 15 
 
Semana Santa "Earth Guardian" Camp- April 15-19 
 
August 15- Mother's Day Breakfast 
 
September 9- National Children's Day, Family PLAY DAY 
 
September 15- Independence Day Celebration 
 
September 27- 2020 Early Enrollment Investment DUE 
 
December 19 - Closing Ceremony 
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2019 School Closures and Important Dates 

Please also check our school calendar on our website as well as  
our Google Calendar

Closures 
 

Friday, February 1 
Friday, March 1 

Monday, March 18  
 

April 22-30  
(Spring Break) 

 
Monday, June 3 

Monday, August 12 
 

September 30-November 1  
(Green Season Break) 

 
November 28-29 
(Thanksgiving) 
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2019 Sample Day 

8:00-8:30- Guided morning practice (whole group) 
*Mediation, yoga, intention setting, reflection 
 
8:30-8:45 Movement and morning snack 
 
8:45-9:30- Morning Workshop 1 (small group) 
 
9:45-10:30- Morning Workshop 2 (small group) 
 
10:45-11:30- Morning Workshop 3 (small group) 
 
11:30-1:00 - Mindful Mealtime and Democratic Learning 
 
1:00-1:45- Afternoon Workshop 
 
 
Though we are flexible throughout the year, below is a sample of
our weekly workshop schedule. Please check our website for up 
to date workshop offerings. 
  
Movement- Monday, Friday 
Art-Friday 
Mindfulness Literacy- Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
Writer's Workshop- Tuesday, Thursday 
Mathematics- Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
Spanish- Daily 
Science/Eco-Literacy- Taught through our seasonal project- 
based learning modules. 
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2019 Policies and Procedures  

Early and Middle Years: Arrival 8:00 am, Dismissal 2:00 pm  

After School Workshops: 2:00-4:00pm (Days and themes TBD by family

schedule needs, and children interest) 

 

●  Punctuality  

Morning drop off will begin ten minutes prior to the start of the school

day. All students must be picked up by 2:00pm  or 4:00pm sharp for after

school workshops.  

 

●  Parking 

Whenever possible, families are encouraged to carpool or walk to school.

To minimize traffic, drop off and pick up will be in front of the school on

the Calle Papagayo road, not the main road please. Parents of Early Years

children must park and walk their children to the main building. Middle

Years and Upper Years children may enter independently.   
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I. Drop-Off/Pick-Up
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2019 Policies and Procedures (Continued) 

 

●  Late Drop Off  

If you anticipate being late to school, please notify a team member

immediately, and follow our standard drop off procedure.  

 

●  Late Pick Up  

Students will all be walked to the front gate and basketball court

at 2:00 where they will be supervised until an authorized adult

arrives to pick them up.  A late pick-up may be pre-arranged with

the director with at least 24 hour’s notice and will be charged

$12/hour, or part thereof.  

 

*Please understand that our teachers have defined responsibilit ies

and late pick up requires a teacher to step away from these

responsibilit ies to supervise. Therefore, late pick up should be

reserved for emergencies only.  
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2019 Policies and Procedures (Continued) 

 

●  Instructional Materials 

All materials are provided for international students.   

Local students will provide personal sets of required materials

highlighted on Materials List.   

 

●  Personal Items 

Students may bring books, comfort items, games, and instructional toys

to school to share with the whole group. However, if these personal

items create disruption or division, it will be returned to the parent

after school  

 

●  Consistent Needs: 

Students consume the following items the most, and they happen to be

less easily available, and often expensive. We appreciate any refills of

these throughout the year: 

 

recycled materials such as glass jars, kombucha bottles 

natural items such as river rocks, driftwood, bones, feathers, shells

(mindfully collected) 

 8 ½ x 11 cardstock paper 

 construction paper 

washable paints  

 dry erase markers 

glue sticks 

art materials (feathers, beads, glitter, pipe cleaners) 
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II. Materials
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2019 Policies and Procedures (Continued) 

 

●  Clothes 

Please send your child in clothing in which they can move and sit

comfortably. We participate in movement activities daily, so unrestricted

comfort is key! We highly recommend loose fitting, breathable clothing

or yoga and dance gear,  Students wearing skirts or dresses are strongly

encouraged to wear shorts underneath. Valuable clothes should not be

worn as we often garden, cook, and do art. Life Project Education tee

shirts and hand bags are available for purchase but are not required.  

 

●  Shoes 

Students must wear shoes while exploring "green spaces "and are asked

to remove their shoes indoors. Therefore, it is recommended they keep a

pair of "jungle shoes" at school, and wear slip on sandals daily to allow

flexibil ity in their activity. Children who do not have proper "jungle

shoes"  may not be permitted to explore green spaces, or may risk injury

from slippery and/or rocky terrain, or insect bites. 

 

●  Extra Clothing 

Please send your child with a set of extra clothes (shirt, shorts, socks,

undergarments) in a large Ziploc bag, It is also recommended children

keep a swim suit and towel at school for swim days and rain dances.

Children who do not have proper swim attire will not be permitted to

swim in clothing, or in their birthday suit!  

 

 

 

            

 

Add a little bit of body text

III. Attire
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2019 Policies and Procedures (Continued) 

IV. School Visitors  

• Parents are welcome to visit at any time.  

• Community visitors, volunteers, interns, and fellow will be pre-

screened prior to interacting with the children and parents will be

notified within 24 hours of any visitations from non-LPE teaching

team.  

 

 V. Health and Wellness  

 

Life Project Education takes great pride in our holistic approach to

education. Health is a critical link to early childhood development.

Therefore we appreciate the opportunity to expose our students to

nutrient-dense, clean diets while on site.  

 

●  Hydration 

Fresh  water  from  our  school’s  Berkey  filter  will  be  offered  throughout

the  day  and  students  will  be  taught  how  to  refill  their  personal  glass

water  bottles,  provided  by  the  school.  Sodas,  sports  drinks,  and

artificially  sweetened  drinks  should  be  saved  for  family  time.   

 

 ●  School Snacks 

A  raw,  plant-based  snack  will  be  offered  daily  to  students  upon  arrival

and  again  in  the  afternoon  for  extended  day  programs.      

   

●  School Lunch 

A  simple  organic,  vegetarian  lunch  will  be  offered  daily.   
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2019 Policies and Procedures (Continued) 
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●  Food from Home 

Students  are  welcome  to  bring  their  own  snacks  or  lunch  items  to

school;  however,  processed  foods  are  strongly  discouraged,  and

candy  and  gum  must  be  reserved  for  family  time  please.  There  is  no

microwave  at  school,  and  all  food  from  home  must  come  ready  to  eat,

unless  pre-arranged  with  a  team  member.  (All  nutritional  rules  do  not

apply  on  birthdays)   

 

●  Food Sharing 

Students  who  bring  their  own  food  to  school  may  not  share unless it is

a snack for the whole group to share.   

 

●  Food Donations 

We  always  appreciate  donations  of  food  that  we  use  on  a  regular  basis

in  our  snack  and  lunch  menu.  Donations  of  the  following  are  especially

welcome:  honey,  raisins,  coconuts,  eggs,  broccoli,  watermelon. 

 

 

VI. Risk Management/Liability 

All Life Project Education volunteers, 

employees, students, visitors, etc 

using our facility will do so at their  

own risk. All participating families will 

be required to provide proof of 

accident insurance and sign a waiver of 

 l iability prior to attendance. Uninsured 

visitors may request a referral for  

purchasing a policy locally.  

 Add a little bit of body text
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2019 School Nutrition  

Our 2019 lunch menu will depend on our specific children's dietary

preferences and needs. Therefore, as always, we will require the first

4 weeks of school to confirm what our unique, daily rotating dishes 

will be. However, most days we consistently offer: 

 

-Organic white rice and cooked, sprouted black beans 

-Cooked, sprouted brown or green lentils OR non-sprouted, cooked

yellow peas. 

-A gluten free pasta 

-A homemade sauce 

-Tortillas 

 

Snack:  A fresh, organic, seasonal fruit OR vegetable-based snack

offered daily at 9am. 
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VI. Student Support/Healthy Connections

LPE Behavior Policy: Our philosophy is to provide each individual with
guidance, redirection, and support/coaching in the moment in which a
behavior arises. Instruction is secondary when real-life teachable
moments arise, demanding teacher attention.  
Our philosophy regarding behavior and discipline: 
   
“Fair” does not mean that each child receives identical support; “Fair”
means each child receives the support that they NEED.” 

How Mentors/Teachers Are Trained to Support Children: 
-All teachers are familiar with and add to each child’s individual
holistic profile, an ongoing shared document of individual goals,
recommended supports, etc. The document provides an
understanding of each child’s “needs”, strategies that work, triggers to
avoid, and will direct how each child’s behavior is uniquely supported. 
-Natural consequences and understanding of organic “cause and
effect” are nurtured at LPE : This varies depending on the
circumstances. For example: 
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Student Support/Healthy Connections 

(continued)

-ALL direct behavior or emotional support between teacher and child must be
documented and communicated to parent the same day. A photo copy of report must
be made, organized in child’s section of holistic profile portfolio, and original given to
the parent same day. Documentation and communication must come from the
observing/supporting teacher.  
 
-Less concerning behaviors/observations/anecdotes shall be documented in child’s
“observation” chart maintained within their holistic profile. 
 
Zero Tolerance: LPE  
The following behaviors must be documented immediately, communicated to
director and parent immediately so that a team meeting may be planned to
collectively approach a system of more intensive support. 
 
-Physical violence (biting, pushing, pinching, hitting, etc) 
-Theft of or intentional destruction of school property or student property 
-Verbal assaults (insults, teasing, taunting, name calling) 
-Developmentally mature/inappropriate dialogue or behavior in general 
-Disrespect to LPE team members  
-Suspicion of or observation of verbal, physical, or sexual abuse 
 
General School Rules 
 
-We will practice respect and kindness towards family, mentors, peers, animals, the
school environment, and ourselves. 
-We will “speak our truth” 
-We will strive to improve and do our best. 
-We will express our emotions  in a healthy way. 
-We will not refuse to try or insist, “I can’t”. We ask for help from a peer or
mentor/teacher when faced with challenges. 
-We will ask before taking something that does not belong to us. 
-We clean up our learning, play, and lunch spaces after use 
-We will always be supervised by an adult when in a classroom or an outdoor area 
-We will not walk to the gate or play in the parking lot unsupervised 
-We will use the toilet with the door closed and in complete privacy while at school. 
-We will not go home with any unauthorized  adult (list of authorized adults on
enrollment forms) 
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VII. General Wellness 

 

●  Head Lice 

Students with active head lice (eggs, nymphs, or adults) will be required

to be picked up immediately. Please see the Head Lice Policy in our

"Enrollment Pack" for specific information. It is recommended that

parents check frequently and school staff will check using steril ized,

individual combs periodically as well.   

 

 ●  I llness  

Please do not send children to school with any other suspected

contagious illnesses (pink eyes, rashes, colds, diarrhea, etc).  

 

 ●  Vaccinations and Medical Freedom 

Life Project Education honors each family’s personal decision to

vaccinate and therefore we do not require any vaccination records. We

support all forms of traditional or non-traditional pathways to treating

children's illnesses.  

 

For this reason, we ask that all families be extremely sensitive about 

illness and exposure. We ask that you do not send children to school with

any signs of illness whatsoever.    
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